Here’s Jesus…Now What? – Matthew 2
I. Jesus’ Life Was Predicted

· When Herod asks the chief priests and scribes where the Christ was to be born, they told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea for so it is written by the prophet:”

· Vs. 6 is a quote from Micah 5:2 and Ezekiel 34:23; not uncommon for priests to merge two Scriptures

· When the magi finally find the Christ, they open their treasure chests and give gifts to the King (vs. 11)

· This is an allusion to Psalm 72:10-11 and Isaiah 60:1-6; where the prophets declare that all the nations shall worship the Christ and shower him with gifts

· The fulfillment is different from the proclamation…we would expect a triumphant entry for the new King…where there would be droves of people waiting with their gifts in hand

· What we have is a small reception from some unidentified Gentiles…but what it represents is larger than we can imagine

· After the magi leave, Joseph receives an angelic dream telling him to take his family and flee to Egypt in order to avoid Herod’s wrath

· (vs. 15) Matthew then tells us that this fulfills the prophecy in Hosea 11:1

· In Hosea, Israel is called God’s Son…and Matthew clearly presents Jesus as God’s true Son in whom God’s people find their rescue from slavery…it is not about race…it’s about Jesus

· For Matthew, Jesus’ life summarizes the whole experience of Israel as well as bringing it to fulfillment

· Once Herod realizes that he doesn’t know where the baby is, he decides to kill all the male children (2 yrs. and under) in the land

· (vs. 17) This fulfilled the prophecy in Jeremiah 31:15

· The final fulfillment prophecy comes when Joseph, Mary and Jesus return to Israel and settle in the district of Galilee in the city Nazareth

· This is a reference to Isaiah 11:1 although Matthew presents this fulfillment in more general terms

· Matthew wants us to understand that the birth of the Christ is an event planned and predicted since the beginning of time

· Over 300 prophecies in the Old Testament speaking of the Messiah and Jesus fulfills them all

· This event was not a parenthesis in the plan of redemption; it was not a random event; this was the calculated work of a mighty designer

· The whole of history was leading up to this point; everything written in the OT was leading up to this point

· The Old Testament does not make sense without Jesus

· The true deliverer was born; the one who could do more than deliver his people into a piece of physical land…the one who delivers his people into freedom from sin

· This should strengthen our faith in the continuity of Scripture and in the sovereign purposes of God 

II. Jesus’ Life Is Provocative

· Chapter 2 is about Response

· Magi (Love) – 3 verbs

· They Traveled (people will travel to do all sorts of things)

· They traveled from distant miles to Jerusalem to find the King of the Jews; what’s amazing is that they weren’t even Jews…what did they care

· God is showing us the nature of the New Covenant…it’s not about being Jewish anymore; this new King is the Lord over all the nations

· They Rejoiced

· After traveling several more miles to Bethlehem, it says (vs. 10), “they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy”

· They Worshiped (they did what they came to do)

· When they went into the house and saw the child with Mary, “they fell down and worshiped him” (vs. 11)

· Jerusalem

· Herod (Hatred)

· In contrast with the Magi’s joy, Herod  was “troubled” (vs. 3)

· His trouble led to murder

· Jewish Leaders (vs. 4) (Indifference)

· They knew what the Scriptures said but did nothing

· Indifference comes when we don’t take God’s word seriously

· Christ’s presence demands a response…his life demands a decision and therefore causes division between those who accept him and those who reject him

· How do you respond when confronted with Christ?  

· What responses do you illicit from others?  

· Is your life provoking a response?

III. Jesus’ Life Was Preserved

· Christ’s life was preserved from the hands of men

· Herod wanted to destroy the Christ…but God’s plan would not be thwarted

· This passage is to strengthen our faith and hope that we serve a sovereign God and no matter what evil opposes us, He will have the victory

· We all will face situations where evil will strike and there won’t seem to be a purpose…we must remember that God is working out His perfect plan…a plan that we may never fully understand…Imagine how the parents in Bethlehem felt when Herod was slaughtering their sons

· We must respond like the wise men…the Magi who fell on their faces and worshiped the only hope this world has…Jesus

· And this hope is not just for momentary affliction, our hope extends to eternity…we hope that all wrong will be made right…all sickness will disappear…all weeping will cease…all tears will be dried…and we, like the Magi will be filled continually with exceeding joy…and all glory will go to the true King…Jesus Christ

