Following Jesus
Matthew 4:18-22
Introduction: To follow Jesus means to…
I. Follow Jesus

A. Parallel of calling of two sets of brothers – revealing a pattern which Matthew uses to teach what it means to follow Jesus

B. Matthew’s call in Matthew 9:9

C. Matthew 16:24-27 – Jesus teaching on what it means to follow (the teaching of Jesus aptly describes what the disciples did when they followed Jesus)

i. Context of Matthew 16

D. What Matthew doesn’t tell us

E. Immediate trust and obedience – imitation!  
II. Leave Everything

A. They left their vocation

B. They left their possessions

C. They left family

D. Do we literally leave everything to follow Jesus?

i. A once and for all renouncing of allegiance to these other gods

ii. We are not using Jesus to get these other things, we are using these other things to serve Jesus (Matt 6:33).  Jesus will teach us to guard our hearts.
iii. Matthew 9:10ff (hospitality, evangelism)

iv. Are we post-Christian?  

III. Make Disciples

A. Fishers of men

B. Context of Matthew 4 after temptations

i. Preaching

ii. Recruiting

iii. Healing

C. Join the Mission
D. Here in Matthew the mission begins and it is where Matthew ends (28:18-20)

Conclusion: But you say, ‘I cannot do this.’  And I say, you are saying correctly.  You follow, Jesus makes!  He will make you a fisher of men!  He will make you a disciple.  There is no beginning without the gospel.
· Consider these 4 men as we close.  Look at James and Peter in Acts 12.  Think of Andrew, of whom we know very little.  Just to be with Jesus!
