Healer
Matthew 4:23-25
Unfortunately, sometimes modern healing ministries look more like what the devil tempted Jesus with rather the true healing ministry of Jesus.  ‘Show us your power.’  ‘Prove yourself.’  We are impressed with the lack of marketing that Jesus did.  What a contrast with the modern healing movement where we see exaggerated reports packaged and sold in efforts to gain personal following.  The excitement over Jesus could not be contained.  He didn’t need promotion schemes.  It was genuine and never inflated.  
We must be careful not to build our thinking and practice in reaction to these many and troubling abuses we see today.  We must not reject the ministry of healing simply because there are phonies, or because of the extravagant lifestyles of some of these individuals.  We must, instead, build our thinking and practice on the word of God.  If we fail to do so, we may very well miss something very good that God has for us. 
Two Book Ends
Matthew 4:23 and 9:35 are almost identical verses.  The similarity is striking.  These are two of a number, somewhere around eight or more, of summaries of Jesus’ ministry and activity that Matthew gives us.  And these two verses are so much alike that we need to stop and ask what Matthew is doing here.  It becomes, I think, pretty clear. 
The ministry of Jesus is described as preaching, teaching and healing.  And then, what happens between these book ends: preaching, teaching and healing!  Chapters 5-7 contain what many would consider to be the greatest sermon of all time, the Sermon on the Mount.  Chapters 8 and 9 are almost entirely given over to the healing ministry of Jesus.  So, Matthew sums up for us on both ends of this section what he describes in more detail throughout.
The second book end has this matching verse of 35, and then describes for us the compassion of God at work in this ministry and then a very important verse or two on praying for laborers for the harvest.  I have suggested to us that you can categorize Jesus’ overall ministry as preaching/teaching, healing and recruiting.  Recruiting may be an unfortunate word, but this call to make disciples is a major part of what Jesus is doing.  And of course, we have this at the end of chapter 9 and then a leap into the 12 apostles and their first mission, all activity surround the calling, making and sending of disciples, which I have labeled recruiting.  
What are the purposes of healing?
1. Healing is a sign that the gospel is true and the kingdom of God has come.  
Matthew 8:16-17 ESV
16 That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick. 
17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.”
Peter quotes the same passage, Isaiah 53:4-5, in reference to salvation.
1 Peter 2:24 ESV
24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
Isaiah 53:4-5 ESV
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.
The point here addresses the question the atonement plays in healing (see below).  All sickness is ultimately a result of sin – this is the bibles answer to the important question of why evil exists.  But of course, that is not to say that any specific sickness is necessarily the result of a specific sin by that person or someone else.  The point here is that all the results of sin are atoned for at the cross.  
Matthew 9:1-8 is a clear example where Jesus heals a paralyzed man and forgives his sins, and then Jesus connects the authority to forgive sins with the power to heal.
We are to pray, “Thy kingdom come.”  Healing would be one obvious manifestation of the kingdom of God coming.  We will experience the kingdom of God totally and without interruption in eternity, but now we pray for God to bring it to this world.
2. Healing manifests God’s mercy and compassion by relieving human suffering.
Matthew 14:13-14 ESV 
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 
14 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick.
3. Healing glorifies God as people see the evidence of his goodness and power.
Matthew 15:29-31 ESV 
29 Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. 
30 And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, 
31 so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel.
4. Healing blesses God’s people and enables them to be a blessing. In other words, healing is just one of God’s ways of taking care of his people; healing is one of many means of God’s goodness raining down on his people.
a. See James 5:13-18 – One of the arguments used to prove that healing no longer takes place is that miracles only take place at certain times in the bible, such as the ministry of Moses, and then of Elijah and Elisha, and then of Jesus and the apostles.  This is problematic on many fronts, but without going into an entire rebuttal of this view consider here that James makes entirely the opposite argument.  His point is to encourage us to pray precisely because Elijah was a person just like you and me.  There was nothing that qualified him to pray and see these great things that is not available to us.  
b. See 1 Cor. 12 (especially vv. 1-11) – We certainly agree, as stated above that healing authenticates the word of God, the gospel, but we reject the view that this is the only or exclusive purpose of healing.  Here in this section of scripture (1 Cor. 12-14) we see healing, miracles, and the manifestations of the Holy Spirit operating through the entire church body and for the purpose of making the body healthy and strong.
i. Verse 7 – to each one!  The manifestations of the Spirit are not reserved for apostles only who give the word of God.
ii. Verse 7 again – for the common good!  Edification is the overwhelming purpose of spiritual gifts, which include healings.  This is apparent throughout chapters 12-14.
The Healing Ministry of Jesus
There are summary verses in which Matthew in addition to the four we have already looked at (including today’s passage) summarize and emphasize the healing ministry of Jesus.  Here are a few more:
Matthew 14:36 ESV
36 and implored him that they might only touch the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well.
Matthew 12:15-16 ESV 
15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all 
16 and ordered them not to make him known.
Matthew 19:1-2 ESV 
1 Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 
2 And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.
Matthew 21:14 ESV
14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them.
Now, these verses easily and clearly demonstrate that healing was a major and on-going part of the ministry of Jesus.  We know that this ministry was a part of the apostles and the life on the early church.  We see it continued throughout and is among Paul’s subjects in teaching about the life of the church. But more than that, we do well to remind ourselves that Jesus is God.  Consider the great passages, like Hebrews 1:1-4, or John 1:1-1-18, and many others, which tell us that Jesus is God making God known, making God visible.  Healing in the ministry of Jesus is not some exception, but a demonstration and revelation of God himself.
John 1:14 ESV
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Hebrews 1:2-3 ESV
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Important Questions:
1. Is healing in the atonement?  In other words, do the benefits of Jesus’ death on the cross and his perfect and complete payment for sin include physical healing in this life?  Wayne Grudem address this question:
All Christians would probably agree that in the atonement Christ has purchased for us not only complete freedom from sin but also complete freedom from physical weakness and infirmity in his work of redemption (see chapter 42 on glorification). And all Christians would also no doubt agree that our full and complete possession of all the benefits that Christ earned for us will not come until Christ returns: it is only “at his coming” (1 Cor. 15:23) that we receive our perfect resurrection bodies. So it is with physical healing and redemption from the physical sickness that came as a result of the curse in Genesis 3: our complete possession of redemption from physical illness will not be ours until Christ returns and we receive resurrection bodies.﻿[footnoteRef:2]25﻿ [2: 25   When people say that complete healing is “in the atonement,” the statement is true in an ultimate sense, but it really does not tell us anything about when we will receive “complete healing” (or any part of it).] 

But the question that confronts us with respect to the gift of healing is whether God may from time to time grant us a foretaste or a down payment of the physical healing which he will grant us fully in the future.﻿[footnoteRef:3]26﻿ The healing miracles of Jesus certainly demonstrate that at times God is willing to grant a partial foretaste of the perfect health that will be ours for eternity. And the ministry of healing seen in the lives of the apostles and others in the early church also indicates that this was part of the ministry of the new covenant age. As such, it fits the larger pattern of blessings in the new covenant, many or all of which give partial foretastes of the blessings that will be ours when Christ returns. We “already” possess some of the blessings of the kingdom, but those blessings are “not yet” fully ours.[footnoteRef:4]  [3: 26   For two very helpful treatments of this question, and of the gift of healing in general, see John Wimber, with Kevin Springer, Power Healing and Ken Blue, Authority to Heal (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1987). See also the excellent discussion in Jack Deere, Surprised by the Power of the Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993). Several scholarly defenses of a ministry of healing today are found in Gary Greig and Kevin Springer, eds., The Kingdom and the Power (Ventura, Calif.: Gospel Light, 1993).]  [4: Grudem, W. A. (1994). Systematic theology : An introduction to biblical doctrine (1063). Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, Mich.: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House.] 


2. Is everyone healed or promised healing?  The clear answer to this question both experientially and biblically is no, not in this life.  Some people mistakenly think that we cannot have faith to pray for people to be healed unless we teach that all are promised to be healed.  The bible gives clear and absolute promises regarding salvation – all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved.  We are not given specific and all-inclusive promises regarding healing.  Instead, we are given many great promises regarding God’s goodness and blessing toward us.  These promises include healing, but healing is the interchange between God’s sovereignty, faith and prayer.  So, we pray the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy Kingdom come.”  Certainly healing is a part of this.  But this comes through prayer, faith and God’s sovereign will.  Is that what is meant here when we are told this, yes!  Certainly it means salvation.  But does it not also mean marriages that are mended, and depression that is lifted, and diseased and afflicted people healed.  I think the obvious manifestation of faith (Hebrews 11:6) is to expect God to heal.  But sometimes he does not and we should look for other benefits.

3. What do I do if I am not healed or someone else is not healed?  This is tough and I do not take it lightly.  Do not ever assume you know why!  Do not blame or accuse.  
It may be because God is sanctifying you, or disciplining you, or it may be that God has ordained for you to suffer in some underserved way so that you might glorify him and be rewarded in heaven.  I offer 1 Peter 2:21-25 as a guide until you are healed or when someone you love dies prematurely for our perspective.
Final Suggestions:
a. Let’s pray for the sick and minister to one another with patience and understanding.  We do well to resist the temptation to respond casually to the suffering of others.  Our culture justifies quick and casual responses because “we are busy.”
b. Receive prayer when you are sick.  When ill, communicate honestly and openly your need while at the same time guarding your heart against expectations from others.  
c. Stir up faith for God to heal by focusing upon the clear word of God and by sharing testimonies of what God has done.
Whenever we quit practicing something we may easily slide into a place where we are comfortable without it – we don’t miss it!  We become okay with not going to church worship services, not participating in home group life, not giving, or in this case, not praying for those among who are sick and suffering.  We do well to “earnestly desire spiritual gifts,” and to “not be ignorant concerning spiritual gifts.”
Finally, perhaps it would be faith building for us all to hear of one testimony of someone healed here in this body.
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