Dying to Yourself, Loving Your Enemies and Trying to be Perfect

Matthew 5:38-48

Introduction: 

I. Trying to be Perfect (5:48)

J. C. Ryle, in his classic work Holiness, writes:

I ask … whether it is wise to make so little, as some appear to do,… of the many practical exhortations to holiness in daily life which are to be found in the Sermon on the Mount, and in the later part of most of St. Paul’s epistles.  Is it according to the proportion of God’s Word?  I doubt it….  But surely the New Testament teaches us that we want something more than generalities about holy living, which often prick no conscience and give no offence.  The details and particular ingredients of which holiness is composed in daily life ought to be fully set forth and pressed on believers by all who profess to handle the subject.  

The standard of perfection is highlighted three times in Matthew 5:

· Here in verse 48.

· In verse 20.

· And in verse 47.  “What more are you doing than others?”  

II. Dying to Yourself (5:38-42)

The nature of revenge is that it always wants more.  
Important Qualifications must be made in interpreting this passage.
1. Example One: Turn the other cheek.  
2. Example Two: Anyone who sues and takes your tunic (inner garment), let him have your cloak as well (the more needed outer garment).   
Exodus 22:26-27 ESV
26 If ever you take your neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, 
27 for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.

Deuteronomy 24:12-13 ESV
12 And if he is a poor man, you shall not sleep in his pledge. 
13 You shall restore to him the pledge as the sun sets, that he may sleep in his cloak and bless you. And it shall be righteousness for you before the Lord your God.

3. Example Three: Go the second mile.  

4. Example Four: Give and lend freely.  

Four “R”s to give up:

1. Give up Retaliating – Instead turn the other cheek.  

2. Give up your Rights – Instead, give your cloak too.  

3. Give up the spirit of Resentment – Go the second mile.

4. Give up your Reluctance – Instead give and lend freely.

III. Love Your Enemies (5:43-47)

Seven Characteristics of this Love:

1. This love responds to hate by seeking the good of those who hate you.  

2. This love asks God to bless those who hate us.  

3. This love is central to being children of God.  

4. This love is unusual.  

5. This love takes the initiative.  

6. This love will be rewarded.  

7. This love impacts who you greet and how you greet.

A fifth “R” to give up:

5. Give up Restricted love.  

What kind of love is this unrestricted love? 
Conclusion:

Quotes for further reflection:

Holiness

By J.C. Ryle

Pg. 12-13
I say, then, in the first place, that a scriptural view of sin is one of the best antidotes to that vague, dim, misty, hazy kind of theology which is so painfully current in the present age.  It is vain to shut our eyes to the fact that there is a vast quantity of so-called Christianity nowadays which you cannot declare positively unsound, but which, nevertheless, is not full measure, good weight, and sixteen ounces to the pound.  It is a Christianity in  which there is undeniably “something about Christ, and something about grace, and something about faith, and something about repentance, and something about holiness”; but it is not the real “thing as it is” in the Bible.  Things are out of place, and out of proportion.  As old Latimer would have said, it is a kind of “mingle-mangle,” and does no good.  It neither exercises influence on daily conduct, nor comforts in life, nor gives peace in death; and those who hold it, often awake too late to find that they have got nothing solid under their feet.  Now I believe the likeliest way to cure and mend this defective kind of religion is to bring forward more prominently the old scriptural truth about the sinfulness of sin.  People will ever set their faces decidedly towards heaven, and live like pilgrims, until they really feel that they are in danger of hell.  Let us all try to revive the old teaching about sin, in nurseries, in schools, in training colleges, in universities.  Let us not forget that “the law is good if we use it lawfully,” and that “by the law is the knowledge of sin.” (1 Timothy 1:8; Romans 3:20; 7:7.)  Let us bring the law to the front and press it on men’s attention. Let us expound and beat out the Ten Commandments, and show the length, and breadth, and depth, and height of their requirements.  This is the way of our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount.  We cannot do better than follow His plan.  We may depend upon it, men will never come to Jesus, and stay with Jesus, and live for Jesus, unless they really know why they are to come, and what is their need.  Those whom the Spirit draws to Jesus are those whom the Spirit has convinced of sin.  Without thorough conviction of sin, men may seem to come to Jesus and follow Him for a season, but they will soon fall away and return to the world.

Pg. 45-46


A holy man will follow after faithfulness in all the duties and relations in life.  He will try, not merely to fill his place as well as others who take no thought for their souls, but even better, because he has higher motives, and more help than they.  Those words of Paul should never be forgotten, “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord”; “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” (Col. 3:23; Rom. 12:11.)  Holy persons should aim at doing everything well, and should be ashamed of allowing themselves to do anything ill if they can help it.  Like Daniel, they should seek to give no “occasion” against themselves, except “concerning the law of their God” (Dan. 6:5). They should strive to be good husbands and good wives, good parents and good children, good masters and good servants, good neighbors, good friends, good subjects, good in private and good in public, good in the place of business and good by their firesides.  Holiness is worth little indeed, if it does not bear this kind of fruit.  The Lord Jesus puts a searching question to His people, when He says, “What do ye more than others?” (Matt. 5:47)

Studies in the Sermon on the Mount

By D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Pg. 354
No man can practice what our Lord illustrates here unless he has finished with himself, with his right to himself, his right to determine what he shall do, and especially must he finish with what we commonly call the rights of ‘the self’.  In other words we must not be concerned about ourselves at all.  The whole trouble in life, as we have seen, is ultimately this concern about self, and what our Lord is inculcating here is that it is something of which we must rid ourselves entirely.  We must rid ourselves of this constant tendency to be watching the interests of self, to be always on the lookout for insults or attacks or injuries, always in this defensive attitude.  That is the kind of thing He has in mind.  All that must disappear, and that of course means that we must cease to be sensitive about self.  This morbid sensitiveness, this whole condition in which self is ‘on edge’ and so delicately and sensitively poised and balanced that the slightest disturbance can upset its equilibrium, must be got rid of.  The condition which our Lord is here describing is one in which a man simply cannot be hurt.  Perhaps that is the most radical form in which one can put that statement.


