Reformed Doctrine  

Total Depravity
Resources:

I. What’s So Great About the Doctrines of Grace, Richard D. Phillips – Preface; Ch 1; Ch 2

II. Bible Doctrine; Essential Teachings of the Christian Faith, Wayne Grudem – Ch 13

III. Institutes of the Christian Religion, John Calvin – 2.1-5 (pp. 241-340)

IV. The Five Points of Calvinism Defined, Defended, and Documented, David N. Steele, Curtis C. Thomas, S. Lance Quinn – pp. 17-27

V. A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, Robert Reymond – pp.450-458

VI. Living for God’s Glory, Joel R. Beeke – pp. 48-59

VII. The Five Dilemmas of Calvinism, Craig R. Brown – pp. 24-27

VIII. Grace Unknown, R.C. Sproul – pp. 117-137

IX. Sermon: God Glorified in Man’s Dependence, Jonathan Edwards

Definition of Sin

Sin = “Sin is any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude, or nature.”  (W. Grudem) 
Origin of Sin: Where did it come from?
Original Sin – Romans 5:12-21

Total Depravity

Scriptures 

· Spiritual deadness

· Dark minds and corrupt hearts 

· Universal bondage to sin and Satan

· Inability to change
Romans 3:9-23

Ephesians 2:1-10

Colossians 2:13

Psalm 51

John 3:1-8, 19

John 1:12-13

I John 3:10

I John 5:19

Mark 7:21-23

Romans 8:7-8

1 Corinthians 2:14

Ephesians 4:17-19

Ephesi8ans 5:8

2 Timothy 2:25-26

Romans 6:20

Isaiah 53:6

1 John 1:8,10

John 6:44; John 6:65

1 Corinthians 4:7

Philippians 3:3

Reflection:

1. How would you explain the doctrine of total depravity to a non-Christian?

2. How do Arminian theologians deal with the doctrine of total depravity?

3. What about infants?

4. What happens when a Christian sins?  (Grudem p. 504)

5. What is the unpardonable sin?

6. Would you find it ultimately more or less comfortable to know that God ordained that sin come into the world through secondary agents or that God was unable to prevent it?

7. How does your moral inability impact your responsibility?
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