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Total Depravity Part Two

What about Infants?

See handout from 5 Dilemmas.

5 possibilities:

1. They all go to hell

2. Only those baptized go to heaven

3. Only covenant babies go to heaven (children of believers)

4. Only the elect go to heaven

5. All babies go to heaven
How and why do we evangelize?

We evangelize in obedience to God’s command and in recognition that God has ordained the proclaiming of the gospel as the primary means by which people are saved.

We are not to consider election (whom God has chosen) when evangelizing, but we are to proclaim a universal call that all must come to Jesus and must repent and believe in order that they might be saved.

Matthew 11:28 ESV
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Matthew 28:19 ESV
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Luke 24:47 ESV
47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
John 16:7-8 ESV
7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:
Acts 17:30 ESV
30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent,

Revelation 22:17 ESV
17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.

This call is often called “external”.  It may be resisted and refused.

Acts 7:51 ESV
51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you.

John 16:7-11 ESV
7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 
10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 
11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.
Does the doctrine of total depravity mean that people are worthless?

No.  The epicenter of this doctrine is that man is unable to save himself and unwilling to seek after God.  It does not mean that many “utterly sinful”, but that sin has touched his total being and all of man is affected by sin.

How were OT Saints saved and why it sheds light on the importance of our obedience to God?  (Resource: Future Grace by John Piper.)  The question of Man’s Total Depravity and Salvation for OT Saints is a helpful one in its applications to daily life for the NT Christian.

The answer is very helpful in how we view ourselves and the importance of our actions.  It helps us avoid unscriptural abuses in the application of this doctrine.

Genesis 15:6 ESV
6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Abraham was saved by faith.  But how did he exercise faith.  Paul, in Romans 4, will make the point that it was not by works.  But James, in chapter 2, will make the point that if it was not by works it was certainly not without works.

Many Christians misquote and misunderstand certain verses.

Isaiah 64:6 ESV
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Isaiah here is addressing a people whose righteousness is in fact hypocritical (Future Grace, p. 406).  In these cases it is no longer accepted by God in any fashion.  But just before this verse notice what God says:

Isaiah 64:5 ESV
5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?

So, two thoughts here.  First the OT saints were saved by faith and second God does not disregard everything we do as unrighteous.  No act man commits apart from God is perfectly righteous we know, but God does not see our imperfect righteousness as non-righteous.  God does produce in his people before and after the cross a true experiential righteousness.  It is not sufficient for salvation we know, but God does not see it as filthy rags.

This is important to see because the OT constantly contrasts the righteous and the wicked (Psalm 1).  In the same way, the NT contrasts the before and after of the Christian.  What we do does matter.  

Examples:

· Job 1

· Luke 1:6

So, how did the OT believer exercise faith:

1. Habitual (not perfect) obedience to God’s law

Deuteronomy 10:13 ESV
13 and to keep the commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today for your good?

Obedience to God’s law was for one’s own good and if done rightly an act of faith in God.  God’s way is best and he will bless.  To obey is to live.  I will trust and obey.

2. Faith in God’s provision in the law for forgiveness (which all pointed to Christ)

Obedience to the law was not perfect and there was provision for forgiveness.

3. A Future Hope (Hebrews 11:1 and all of Hebrews 11)  - God’s side wins: Rahab!
It may help to connect back to the idea of independence as a critical part of our sin.  See Piper’s definition of by works in explanation of Romans 9:31-32 in Future Grace, p. 153

Romans 9:31-32 ESV
31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 
32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone,
Other Indicators that God does not disregard our acts of good works even if they are not saving is found in Acts 10-11.  The alms of Cornelius were viewed as an intercession to God, a seeking after him.







