The Two Sides of Faith

Matthew 8:1-13

Introduction

1. Knowing Jesus 

2. Following Jesus

I. The Two Sides of Faith

A. You Can
2 Kings 5:7
7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!” 

B. But Are You Willing?

The Two Sides of Faith

Hebrews 11:6
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

II. What do we learn about the healing ministry of Jesus?

A. It is an expression of his love.

Matthew 14:14
14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 

B. It is evidence of his redeeming ministry.

Matthew 8:14-17
Application:

1. How do we know Jesus (relate to Jesus)?

Our aim in studying the Godhead must be to know God himself better…  We must seek, in studying God, to be led to Go.…  How are we to do this?  How can we turn our knowledge about God into knowledge of God?  The rule for doing this is simple but demanding.  It is that we turn each truth that we learn about God into matter for meditation before God, leading to prayer and praise to God.  (J.I. Packer; Knowing God)

2. How do we follow Jesus?
What about verse 4?

a. He would not be able to go into towns for the crowds.

Mark 1:45
45 Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere. 

b. His mission would be misunderstood.  Namaan one more time!
III. The Centurion’s Faith (8:8-9)

· Verse 10 – marvelous faith

· Verse 13 – we relate to God based on our faith.  It will be done to us according to our faith

1. It was not founded upon self.  

2. His faith was founded upon the word of Jesus… “Just say the word.”

3. His faith was connected to his everyday life.  

4. He understood authority.  
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