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IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

· How am I Saved?

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION
· An act of God before creation in which he chooses some people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of his sovereign good pleasure (Grudem, 282).

ELECTION THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE
A Chosen People

· Deuteronomy 10:14-15   Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it.  15 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.

· Psalm 33:12; Psalm 65:4; Psalm 106:5; Haggai 2:23   

· Matthew 11:27  All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

· Matthew 24:22; Matthew 24:24; Matthew 24:31; Romans 8:28-30; Romans 8:33; Romans 11:28; Colossians 3:12; Titus 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-2; 1 Peter 2:8-9; Revelation 17:14  

Election Not Based On Foreseen Responses

1. God did the choosing.
· Mark 13:20  And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days.

2. God’s choice was made before the foundation of the world.
· Ephesians 1:4  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love
3. God chose particular individuals for salvations before the foundation of the world

· Revelation 13:8  and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.

· Revelation 17:8  

4. God’s choice was not based upon any foreseen merit in those whom He chose.
· Romans 9:11-13  though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad--in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls--  12 she was told, "The older will serve the younger."  13 As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."

· Romans 9:16  So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.
· Romans 10:20; 1 Corinthians 1:27-29; 2 Timothy 1:9  

5. Good works are the result of election, not the cause.
· Ephesians 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
· John 15:16   You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

6. God’s choice was not based upon foreseen faith.
· Acts 13:48  And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.
· Acts 18:27; Philippians 1:29; Philippians 2:12-13; 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; James 2:5  

Sovereign Mercy of God
· Election is based on the sovereign mercy of God; it is never man’s will but God’s will

· Exodus 33:19   And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.

· Deuteronomy 7:6-7  For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.  7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples,

· Matthew 20:15; Romans 11:4-6; Romans 11:33-36; Ephesians 1:5  

MISUNDERSTANDINGS OF THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION
1. Fatalism & Determinism
· Fatalism – human choices and decisions don’t make a difference; no matter what we do, things are going to turn out as they have been ordained; as a result our humanity is destroyed and our moral accountability is removed; 

·  Matthew 11:28  Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
· Revelation 22:17   
2. Foreknowledge View
· God’s foreknowledge lets him see who will have faith and who will not

God’s Knowledge of People not Facts
· When the Bible speaks of God knowing particular individuals, it often means that he has special regard for them…that they are the objects of his affection and concern
· Amos 3:2  You only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.
· Jeremiah 1:5  Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.
· Matthew 7:22-23  On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?'  23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'

· 1 Corinthians 8:3   But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.

· 2 Timothy 2:19  But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: "The Lord knows those who are his,"
Faith, the Cause or Result of Election? 

· Scripture never speaks of our faith as the reason God chose us

· Acts 13:48; Romans 9:11-12; Romans 11:5-6   

Foreknowledge View Still Doesn’t Solve The “Problem”
OBJECTIONS
1. Election means that we don’t have a choice in whether we accept Christ or not
2. Election is Unfair
· Romans 9:14-24   
3. Bible says That God Wills That Everyone Be Saved
· 1 Timothy 2:3-4  This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

· 2 Peter 3:9   The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

· Difference between Secret and Revealed Will

HOW ARE WE TO VIEW THIS DOCTRINE
1. As a Comfort
· Election is to be a comfort to believers (Rom. 8:28); God always acts for the good of the believer
2. As a Reason to Praise God

· Ephesians 1:5-6   he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,  6 to the praise of his glorious grace,

· Ephesians 1:12  so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.

· 2 Thessalonians 2:13  But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.

3. As an Encouragement to Evangelism

· 2 Timothy 2:10  Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
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